
Job – Resting on the Faith of a Man 
Job 3-14 

 

 

Recap – what has Job lost? 

 

We now enter into a series of discussions between Job and his 3 “friends” 

And like they say, with friends like these, who needs enemies 

Broken down as follows: 

 

1. A major lament by Job as the silence is broken 

2. 1
st
 round with all 3 speaking with a response from Job 

3. 2
nd

 round with all 3 speaking with a response from Job 

4. 3
rd

 round where only the 1
st
 2 respond as the 3

rd
 person basically gives up 

 

Job 3 – The Silence is broken 

 

Remember, Job knows nothing of what we have seen in the 1
st
 2 chapters 

And he opens his mouth with a HUGE cry in which he simply LONGS to die 

And he basically addresses 3 questions: 

Read 3:1-10 

 

First desire - What is Job’s 1st desire or 1
st
 issue? 

1. “Why was I ever born!?” 

Amazing after his family birthday celebrations – doesn’t want his birthday remembered 

Job is beginning to break under the unceasing, unexplained pain 

Not a whole harder thing in life than unexplained pain – IT SEEMS POINTLESS 

 

Read 3:11-19 

Read 10:18-22 

 

Second desire - What is Job asking now? 

1. Why didn’t I die at birth? 

His life seems totally meaningless now 

How does Job view death? 

Job views death as a time of rest 

 

Read 3:20-26 

Third desire - What is Job asking now? 

3. Why can’t I just die now? 

I don’t think Job is thinking of suicide or he would have taken his wife’s advice 

He still recognizes God’s sovereignty over his life 

Why does this chapter sound so different than his response in chapters 1-2? 

 

Now just a note, it looks like there are only 3 friends here, but that is clearly not the case 

Beginning in chapter 32, Elihu, the youngest of them all, is clearly there and quotes Job later 

There may have even been several more listening to this conversation 

 

Observations about the discussions: 

a) The rounds move from suggestion to insinuation to accusation 

b) Job’s response is always longer than his friends statements 

c) Job invariably turns to God in the middle of his response, his friends NEVER do 



d) All 3 were old (32:6) 

e) There is a natural progression of thought in all their speeches 

- God is just 

- God punishes the wicked and blesses the righteous 

- Job is suffering therefore job has sinned 

- He need only repent and follow God again and he will be blessed 

Is this familiar? How? 

 

Round 1 – friend 1 

 

Eliphaz – first and most likely the oldest speaker 

He is the most elegant, the most gracious sounding of the 3 

He starts quite different than the other 2, but by round 3 he has also reached his peak of frustration with Job 

and blends in with the other 2 

He relies mostly upon a dream he has, and his own observations 

 

Eliphaz’s main mistake is trying to answer Job’s questions in chapter 3 

 

I His accusation 

Read 4:1-6 

What is his basic rebuke? 

How does he do it? 

Follow your own advice 

 

II His reason behind suffering 

Read 4:7-11 

Reason behind suffering = only the unrighteous suffer! 

Uses a pride of lions to describe man’s strength – they appear string, but not in God’s hands 

 

III His justification 

Read 4:12-17 (section goes to 21) 

What is he saying now? 

His statements are backed up by a “WORD FROM GOD” thru a vision 

Ever hear this before? 

What do you make of vs. 17? Is this a true statement? Then what is the issue? 

Is a man REALLY ever blameless before God? 

How do you explain God’s description of Job as blameless? 

Unbalanced theology even though it is true 

 

IV His solution 

Read 5:1-9 (section goes thru 17) 

Vs. 3 – “I have seen” – relies upon his own observation 

Vs. 8 – What is his assumption? 

What does, “But as for me…” imply? 

What is he really asking Job to do? 

To bargain with God 

 

V God’s blessings 

Read 5:17-22 (section goes thru 27) 

What is he saying here? 

 

 



Job’s Response: 

 

I His Defense and need for understanding 

Read 6:1-7 

Job feels he has a right to complain 

 

II His despair revisited 

Read 6:8-9 

 

III His disappointment with his friends 

6:14-21 Job compares his friends to a Wadi 

Read 6:15-17 

 

IV Show me where I am wrong – 24-30 

Read 6:24-25 

 

Read 7:7 

Where is Job’s heart by this time? Again, why is this different that chapters 1-2? 

 

V Job’s question for God 

Then, in the midst of this argument, JOB TURNS TO GOD 

Read 7:17-21 

What is Job saying here? 

What do you derive from Job’s question, “Have I sinned?” 

He actually proves he has looked at his own heart, examined himself prior to this discussion 

Where does Job, like Elephaz think his suffering has come from? 

 

Enter Bildad – chapter 8 

 

Whereas Elaphaz is the soft approacher, complimenting to get his point across 

We can call him Elaphaz the elegant 

Bildad, on the other hand is the legalist of the bunch 

He is a rather cold intellectual thinker type 

He takes the logical approach 

Now remember, Job has lost his family, servants, wealth, home, his health, and he has been emotionally 

abandoned by his own wife 

And yet Bildad takes the logical argumentative approach 

And Elephaz relied upon his observation, Bildad relies upon the experience of others 

 

• Read 8:1-2 

• Read 18:2 

How long? He has lost everything…how LONG? 

 

I Confess and be blessed for God is just 

• Read 8:3-7 

Same as Satan’s argument really – confess and be blessed 

What does Bildad assume? 

Assumes he is not seeking God 

 

• Read 8:11-13 

Simply cause and affect – seek and trust and everything works out, sin and it won’t 



This sounds true and yet God totally comes down on him in the end. What is the problem with that thinking? 

Doesn’t God bless when you walk with Him? 

Job’s response to Bildad: 
 

Job is moving, and it is important to remember that 

In chapters 1-2 he had an almost childlike trust 

By chapter 3, he was really getting down and discouraged and just wanted to die 

Even though that continues, yet his heart is still moving 

Now we see what Job really wants 

 

• Read 9:1-12 

What does Job want? 

HE NOW TURNS TO THE ISSUE OF JUSTICE 

 

• Read 9:14-20 

Huge list of legal words here. What does Job want? Why is this so important to him? 

• Read 9:22 

One by one, list what Job’s conclusions are? Are they correct? 

 

• Read 9:30-35 

What changes here? Who is he talking to? 

What do you make of Job’s thinking? 

 

• Read 10:1-3, 7, 8-15a 

 

Zophar’s first response: 

He is the youngest of the 3 

He says very little, but what he says is blunt and hurtful 

• Read 11:1-6 

2 arguments: 

1. Ignorant of God 

• Read 11:7-12 

2. Need to repent 

• Read 11:13-18a 

 

Job’s response to Zophar: 

Job says I am NOT ignorant of God, you are 

And look at Job’s faith 

• Read 12:9-10 

Vs. 13-25 Job gives an unbelievable explanation on the Almighty  

• Read 13:2-5 

Look how comfortable he is with God 

And now finally JOB HAS BOILED HIS REQUESTS TO ONE, AND HE STICKS WITH IT 

• Read 13:15 

Some have translated this, “Behold, He will slay me, I have no hope, yet I will defend my ways to His face.” 

 

Again in vs.20 he turns to God 

• Read 13:20-21 

 

And in chapter 14 Job again is left in a place of hopelessness, and yet again in vs. 13 he turns to God 

 



Several questions to close with: 

 

1. What is Job’s view of his earthly life? 

Thinks everything is for now 

2. What is God doing? What is he after? Why doesn’t he just address Job? He already beat Satan. 

Psalm 119:71 

3. What is the problem with the 3 friends approaches? 

a) More concerned with addressing his words that feeling his agony 

b) Theology was right, it was just incomplete 

c) Never turn to God 
 


